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@l ¥ax: GA¥gax) T Owy
Dear Rajeshree,

Thank you so very much for your thought provoking and timely editorial in recent MV Vrutta. | hope this will start a
useful and productive dialogue on an issue which is long-overdue. To help start that process, let me put forward
some of my thoughts.

We often trace our pride and heritage of Marathi back to a quote by Saint Dnaneshwar. But, except for the scholars,
very few of us understand his brand of Marathi. This is not a criticism; but a fact of life we all should recognize and
be reconciled to. How many Buddhists follow Pali language enriched by Lord Buddha's teachings? Sanskrit has
fared a little better only because most regional languages are derived from it.

Conversely, how many of us know that Urdu (a soup of Pharsi, Arabic and Hindi) was certain to be our de facto
national language if Bharat had remained undivided. Why? What it had going for itself was that the entire northern
India and Hyderabad was comfortable with it. The point is that a language survives only if it is in common use. (Urdu
still is!) And for that, it MUST change with usage. There is Shakespearean English and then there is King's English,
Australian English, Canadian English and even Indian English even though less than 4% people understand it.
Guijarati is a living example "next door" that we need to study. For those with stronger heart, Panjabi is another
model to study.

So, what does this "huff and puff" mean in practical terms? Here | am writing about Marathi's survival in ENGLISH! |
am sure i f BMM, MV and MF move i asigleMarathrfdant. M hbselyeady @aken fi s t
first step by choosing Baraha. It is very intuitive and therefore easy to master.

More importantly, while we will always have soft corner for stalwarts like P. L., G. D. M., Latadidi and others, let us
embrace latest authors, poets, playwrights and Artists like Suresh Bhat, Satish Alekar, Ram Shewalkar, Padmaja
Phenani and Archana Joglekar to name a few. In recent BMM convention, it was sad to see Ashadidi straining to hit
the high notes which were her trade mark in her younger days. And this is the SECOND time we have invited her!
We must learn to Let Go. Life moves on. It flows. That's what is fascinating about it. Why delight in standing in
stagnant pool of water? Let us welcome stories about our life here, how we are facing it. Let us invite plays dealing
with our assimilation in this society, problems we face here. Let us be more vibrant and more proud of our next
generation. If we make our likings and preferences known, the artists will follow.

-Sharad Sathe
PwO Pl % ®&DZ
NOHY @
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MarathiVishwa NewJersey : Networking Seminar

Networking event:

After a long break, Marathi Vishwa Networking Group reconvened on June 20, 2009 in the Community Center to
listen to Ms. Abby Kohut, an expert on job related networking and search. Ms. Kohut has been the President of
Staffing Symphony, a staffing consulting company, and has extensive experience in recruiting and career
development. Topic of her presentation was Job Searching 2009 - How to Play and Beat the Odds

Ms. Kohut shared her experiences and provided tips on innovative ways to find new jobs and survive in this tough
economy. She discussed the use of technology and professional/social networking platforms to promote one's
personal brand while seeking opportunities.

The event was well attended. All the attendees actively participated in this presentation that was highly interactive.

We:-planto hold our next event in the following month with yet another excellent speaker.
Please stay tuned for further details.

Ravi Bhangley was the main person who coordinated this informative networking groups seminar through Marathi-
vishawa.

@idgda h

ORIGG OfP exixfxz § OGEc B0DZexdAbeExjaxy buf o ON|PNAI px) z § z Oyx) z UBsx)~ i @
d OUdy A R ov4d b0 UYxz R @i @A 34O PEZ AUz R z Ogxy %l J, ¥y z § {i @by@sx Ui
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Ai@di 11gg z Qyxy AyRdi g U0vgi V0% QEUGX .

To place your ad or Diwal. Greetings in 6Rangadeep 2009
9 Nishant-Bagul (New York): 1-516.327.8299
9 Nitin Apte (New Jersey): 1-908.227.3034

The deadline for the ads and greetings is August 31, 2009 .

Marathi Vishwa Essay Competition ~ 2009: Marathi Vishwa holds this competition, now in its twelfth year, to
promote - the younger - generationéds i nterest i nrebidindousides cu
India ages 15 to 25.

A 1500 wor dWheasts adyoeasn my | ndi an H enayibe sulgméttednimeEagisht o me ? 6

For more details visit:
www.maharashtramandalny.com
www. marathivishwa.org

Wiriner of the First Prize receives the prestigious Babasaheb Purandare Trophy and a cash prize of $ 200 whereas
winner of the Second Prize receives a Certificate of Recommendation and a cash prize of $150.

To volunteer for 6Ran g ¥elaeadgkaratdQ-018.669.¢588. | Sus ham

Thanks,
- Sushama Yerawadekar, Rajeshree Kulkarni and the Rangadeep 2009 team
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MarathiVishwa MV teens NewJersey:
The Gita and the Matrix ..... Arjun Meets Neo

AThe Mat rpirx siom you cannot smell, or see, or tasteé. it i

This statement is complex and challenging to understand, and yet to the younger géneration, this statement is
intrinsically cool. While the action, fighting, and chase scenes provide The Matrix with all the adrenaline it needs, it is
the well placed dialogue that truly intrigues: This past Saturday, 25 members of MV/MVTeens realized that, when
looked at more closely, the Matrix truly shadows and echoes many of the themes present in the Gita. By crafting a
unique presentation that placed the ancient text in the context of a modern movie, the second generation developed
an appreciation for the practical value of the text, and the first generation was able to see MV Teens approach the
text in a unique and refreshing manner.

The event started by showing the movie in its entirety and was followed by a lively discussion. The discussion was
broken out into two groups, one for the youth and one for the adults. Each group would view a clip from the Matrix,
and then discuss a prompt. At'the end of each round, both groups would report back their findings/conclusions to
the overall audience.

The discussion started with an analysis of why we were there in the first place. The prompt put to both groups was:
What is spirituality and why is it relevant? After some spirited discussion, the youth group came to the conclusion
that spirituality is really a set of processes/methods that have been developed to tackle/prepare for universal
problems that we all face as human beings. Be it death, disease, old age, or just general lack of permanent
happiness, the view was that spirituality is an attempt to prepare for such issues, as they are inevitable and must be
faced at some point in life.

The discussion then expanded, covering topics ranging from lack of focus, to envy, to the proper attributes of a
teacher, to the appropriate attitude towards duty and work. While these topics by themselves may have proven to be
dry, placing them in the context of the Matrix and building out the parallels between the text and the movie kept the
topics interesting, and indeed, all participants took a way a strong sense of practicality.

Ultimately, the success or failure of this event is not for me to judge. On balance, in asking for feedback from the
participants, many found it to be a unique and intriguing take on a timeless text, combined with perspective from a
modern classic. All in all, this was a solid event upon which MV Teens can build going forward. As far as where
MVTeens  goes from here, 16d have to quote Neo: Al didn
to tell you -  how ités going to begin.o It has already b
board, and will hopefully end with your support.

0
E

-Amit Bapat
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