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Marathi Vishwa -New Jersey : Zalak 2009

On April 25, 2009 Marathi Vishwa hosted a fabulous classical Indian dance competition in Plainsboro, New Jersey.
This was the third successful year of Zalak.

The stage set and decoration were very appropriate and impressive. The pillars and arches were draped in elegant,
sheer fabric in shades of yellow. It created a perfect ambience for the classical dance competition. This year, Kulraj
Anand of EBC Radio was the emcee and was assisted by Mamta and Shalu. This definitely added a professional
touch to the presentation. Raja Dr. Mrigendra Sing of Patiala graced the competition as the Chief Guest. His
background in Sanskrit, Indian classical music and lalitkala was obvious through his speech.

The program started with Ganesh Vandana by Tanuja Kulkarni. This item was not a part of the competition. The
two categories of dances; Classical and Semi-Classical were further divided in three groups based on the age-group
of the performers. This amounted to a total of 28 performances.

It was a rare experience to watch little girls in exotic costumes engrossed in their dance steps and graceful
expressions. Teenagers in the second age-group all seemed to have memorized the lyrics as we could see that
they were singing the entire number along with the recording. They also seemed to understand the emotions
behind the words of the song, a true cultural transference. The performers from the adult group were graceful and
enthusiastic. The program ended with the Showcase Performance by Brinda Guha. This truly was a grand finale!

Independent judges were invited to grade the performers, choreographers and the costumes. The judges were
selected based on their expertise, experience and knowledge. They judged all the categories meticulously. All the
nineteen dance teachers/choreographers were invited on stage for ‘Guruvandana’ after the competition, after which
the three judges Veena Mohan, Malabika Guha and Sridharji, were also introduced, honored and thanked.

Zalak team introduced a surprise guest Ms Rujuta Vaidya who has worked in Bollywood industry for the past ten
years as a professional dance choreographer, and recently choreographed the famed Slumdog Millionaire and Walll-
E performance at the 81°' Annual Academy Awards in LA in February 2009. She presented the four overall awards
to the winners.

A total of fifteen awards were given in the Classical and Semi-Classical categories of three separate groups. In
addition, there were awards for overall Best Choreography and Best Costume. Mr. Ashok Vanjari who designed the
beautiful posters for all the three years was presented with a plaque.

Ashok Chaudhary led the Zalak 2009 team once again, and the entire team was in perfect synchronization.
Congratulations and Good Luck for Zalak 10!

-Ulka Wagh

For Zalak 2009 pictures

http://www.ritzpix.com/net/Albums/Viewlmage.asptam=8E58DB2196C25DDOC1EA491ACA18CDC520
1DAEF67761EA1D41D052F0E85A026A&photoid=311777867&slideshow=show
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