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Rental Information
Marathi Vishwa Community Center (MVCC)
Address: 143 State Route 35,
Laurence Harbor,
NJ 08879-2834
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| Category || Weekends " || Weekdays *
[ Members || $250.00  |[ $150.00
| Non Members || $350.00 || $250.00

Discount rent will be considered for Public-interest
programs arranged by MV members for the benefit
of community and are open to all.(Only Marathi
Vishwa, NJ members can rent in this category)
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Movie Recommendations Pradeep & Rajendra

House of Sand and Fog

Directed: Vadim Perelman
Based on: A novel by Andre Dubois Il (1999)
Cast: Ben Kingsley and Jennifer Connelly
Year: 2003
Rating: R (due to some violence/disturbing images, scenes of sensuality)
Runtime: 126 minutes,
Genre: Drama
Homeowner ship i s a cornerstone of t iwesinB3pursue that dream.Ohissisa mo .

a story about that pursuit when it goes awry.

Colonel Behrani (Ben Kingsley) is an Iranian immigrant who buys a foreclosed house at a bargain basement price.
He plans to renovate it and sell it off at 4 timesitspurchas e pri ce and make a huge prof
education and maintain his lifestyle.

The house previously belonged to Kathy Nicolo (Jennifer Connelly) who had inherited.it from her father. She is an
ex-alcoholic who is in rehab, a divorcee and is trying to put pieces of her life together. She is mistakenly faulted for
not paying business taxes when in fact she never owned any business. She loses her house to the County through
a bureaucratic error and becomes a homeless person overnight.

The ownership of the house becomes a tangled question for which there are no easy answers. Both the parties

have a lot at stake and are unwilling to give up the house. The resultis a tragedy. The conflict is not between parties

that are ethically black and white, but between shades of grey. It is difficult to take sides. Both are right to an extent

and both are wrong. 't raises. i ntteresting questions abo
different. It also raises a lot of questions about compassion for the wronged party versus relentless pursuit of money

though speculation in real estate. When the audience leaves the theater, the lingering question in their minds is

what the central characters could have done differently so that the outcome could have been more amicable.

There is another angle to this conflict and that is the antagonism between 1*' generation immigrants and the natives
in US, their different value systems and | i fkeeadypigal es. Th
Disney potboiler. But it provokes a lot of thought about morality in the 21° century US.

This movie is based on the best-selling novel of the same name by Andre Dubois Ill, published in 1999. It won some
awards. It was selected by Oprah Winfrey for her book club. The movie was not as commercially successful as the
novel.

This is a first movie from the director Vadim Perelman and it shows that he understands the nuances of the conflict
between the central characters very well. He keeps the pace fast moving with 2 story lines moving in parallel until
they collide. The story is told in a flashback fashion. The use of dark hues in photography enhances the somber
mood. Ben Kingsley was nominated for Oscar (2004) for this role. He has lived this role. Jennifer Connelly evokes
sympathy as a damsel in distress. The supporting cast is equally good.

If you are in a mood to watch a thought provoking movie raising disturbing questions about what is right and what is
wrong, please do not miss this one.

Pradeep Vaze

Rating: **** outof 5
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Movie Recommendation by Pradeep & Rajendra

The lllusionist

Director & Screenplay:  Neil Burger

Based on: S hio:r te="s ti0 ry i E.is's e nch-e iim= thie- 5= L u=siia:nii s t
Cast: Edward Norton Eisenheim
Paul Giamatti Inspector Uhl
Jessica Biel Sophie
Rufus Sewell Crown Prince Leopold
Release Date: 1 September 2006
> el | Rating: PG-13 for some sexuality and violence
.0 Runtime: 110 min
£ ILLUSIONIST Genre: Drama | Mystery | Romance | Thriller
Awards: Oscar Nomination (Cinematography). Another 5 wins & 5 nominations

The following synopsis does not contain spoilers.

In my opinion, there is no real magic in this world. Magic is an art of trickery in the way it is presented and science in
the way it is executed.

It reminds me of the magic show | saw in Las Vegas. My seat was far off but | had binoculars, which gave me a
better vantage point than the first row seats. | was using them all the time. Among other things that | could not figure
out even through the binoculars, there was one act where a full size open car with the magician sitting in it, came
from above the stage, took a turn so | could see the other side of the .car, and landed on the stage. | could see no
ropes around the car, and no cranes, even through the binoculars! How they do it is simply amazing!

The lllusionist, based on the central theme of magic, is very intriguing and riveting right from the start and finishes
with an unexpected end leaving the audience wondering as to what was real and what was illusion. Perhaps a little
analysis makes the whole story crystal clear.

In early 1900 Vienna, a young boy falls in love with a girl from the privileged class and the two are separated by
society. The boy travels around the world learning magic, and becomes a well known magician. He returns to
Vienna and finds an entirely different situation about his sweet heart. Does he reunite with his girl friend is the
qguestion | will not answer here. See if you in fact get the answer by the end of the movie. Also thought provoking is
the question if there is real magic or if metaphysical powers play a role in magic. | am sure you will enjoy this
mystery. Be sure to compare your opinion with mine as stated in the first para above.

The performances of Ed Norton as the magician, and Paul Giamatti as the inspector are exceptional.

Rajendra Wadnerkar

Rating: **** out of 5
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