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Comments about: Soorbahar program organized by Vikas Wagh on behalf of
Marathi Vishwa on February 20, 2010

Hearty congratulations on giving such a wonderful
Soorbahar program for classical music lovers of NJ.
Just superb! It was nicely coordinated and flawless. |
enjoyed whole program but specially a new talent as
well as few perennial Stalwarts like Dr. Mohan
Deshpande, Swagata Chakrabarty. Thanks for finding
young and very talented Mr. Gunjal.

Please extend my appreciation and congratulations to
your committee for their hard work in planning and
executing this extraordinary event.

Regards
Ashok Chaudhary

| would like to thank you and Marathi Vishwa for
giving me an opportunity to perform in Soor Bahar. It
was honor and privilege to perform in front such
knowledgeable musicians and listeners.

Congratulations on organizing a successful program.
It was great to see so many great musicians from
different fields sharing their musical thoughts on same
platform. It was a memorable day. It was inspiring and
learning experience for me.

Thanks and Regards,
Mahesh

Soor Bahar 2010 was truly a very enjoyable event -
congratulations for putting together such a fine
ensemble of artists.

Regards,
Bharat Kallianpurkar

What a wonderful event.. Enjoyed thoroughly... Great
idea of the demonstrations... learnt a few good
bandishes, and how to look at the beauty of each of
them...

Pradnya

Thank you for inviting me in soor-bahar. We enjoyed
that program. Also thanks for referring me to Mr.Arun
Bagal.

P@O R | l@ke it's name..... it truly was!
P@AdO @b p@A N x| PP} I
Thank you for the opportunity to listen.

Regards,
Swagata Chakraborty Regards,
Snehal Vaze
www.marathivishwa.org Please send your comments  / feedback to Rajeshree.mv@gmail.com 7 of 29
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OGEcAIDZ bEORD(Soor-bahar)

February 21, 2010

The two back to back winter storms within a week did not dampen the enthusiasm of the Hindustani Shastriya
Sangeet lovers. Before 10 AM the Shastriya music enthusiasts were already filing into the MVCC hall. An all-day
concert on Hindustani Classical music, Soor Bahar, is a noble concept, worthy of the efforts put in by the
organizers. The tri-state area is fortunate to have a high concentration of talented artists devoted to Indian music
who support this program whole heartedly.

The program started on time with a traditional lighting of lamp by distinguished vocalist and respected Guru Pt.
Madhav Bhatki. Soon the hall was reverberating with the deep voice of Vikas Wagh who started with an alap in

Nata Bhairav. Nata Bhairav being a morning Raga, set the stage for the wonderful music to follow. He was initiated

in music in early teens when he started taking lessons for harmonium and violin in Hindustani-classical music from

his guru Shri. Mainkar of Kolhapur. For the past six years he has been learning vocal classical music from guru Pt.
MadhavjiBh at ki . He presented three Bandi shes, Vilarmbib EkKTaat, t a r
6Chhod de mor.i baat r ®rutkkTasl,a aa md i tnhd atshi rtde mpme o6Bar ba
Teen Taal. Rohan Pr ab hsuppetomSameaadini was smooth as ever. Rohan has been learning music

for the past 10 years. He began his training in Hindustani classical music on the harmonium- with Shri Gorkudas
Rasaikar of India. Later, he continued this musical pursuit under the guidance of Dr. Kedar Naphade. Sai Shyam

Mo h a nTabsa accompaniment was a treat to the ears. Born in the US, Sai Shyam was initiated into Tabla at the

age of five by Shri K. Prashant Paramjyothi. Presently he is studying under Shri Abhiman Kaushal. These two
youngsters are budding as accomplished musicians of tomorrow.

Next performance was a recital on Sitar by Mahesh Apte. He presented Raga Ahir Bhairav. Mahesh is a follower
of Imdad Khani-Vilayat Khani style of sitar. Mahesh presented Aalap, Jod and zala.. Mahesh presented Masit Khani
composition of Pt. Arvind Parikh in Vilambit and a Drut composition of Ustad Vilayat Khan in fast tempo. Pratik
Devasthale provided an outstanding accompaniment on Tabla. He had his initial training from Shri Ashtekar and Dr.
Narendra Verma. Since early 2000, he has been a student, and now a Ganda-bandh disciple, of Pt. Samir
Chatterjee.

Ramachandra Joshi performed Raag Charukeshi with a Bandish in Vilambit Ek Taal followed by Raag Gunakali.
Ramachandra started in Kharja and gradually transported the listeners to a world replete with deep feelings. His
fJagoon Sawaria Saar.i saar.i ratiya €é0 brought out t he "¢
the loved one. His style has origin in Kirana & Patiyala Gharanas and is influenced by Tulika Ghosh & Veena
Sahasrabudhe. Pratik Devasthale provided exceptional support on Tabla. Rohan Prabhudesai once again
dazzled us with his deft fingers on Samvaadini.

Pradeep Khaladkar hails from a musically oriented family. He started with Sitar and then switched to Bansuri after
listening to Pt. Hariprasad Chaurasia. He received his training from Debu Chatterjee, Pt. Arvind Gajendragadkar of
Pune, & Pt. Vijay Raghav Rao of Washington. Currently he is a disciple of Pt. Raghunath Seth of Mumbai.
Pradeepds pe Réga Bhumeshwae folowed by Raga Parmeshwari was a treat for the listeners. Anil
Khare provided an excellent support on the Tabla. Anil was initiated in Tabla since childhood and learned from his
Guru Pt. L. K. Kunte. He continued his advanced study in Tabla under the guidance of Pt: Uttam Chakraborty.
Chinmay Khaladkar provided the support on Tanpura.

After a lunch break, Monica Joshi had a challenging task of bringing the audience back to the musical train. Monica

did this exceedingly well with her powerful rendition of Raga Multani Vilambit Ek Taal Bandish &okul ke Gaon Ka
Chhorao . It was Abye mbroSesjathd hhyut Ek Taaland Adayy e6 Raghuveer Lanhka C
Ada Chau Taal both composed by Pt. Jasraj. Mo ni c a 6 s Haveliysangeetiwhkich is fiilled wite n c e
Bhakti Bhaava. She c onclaa Gapaal Gulaal Hamaari Aakhin mein Jin DaariJuu6 a bhaj an by

i n R Margee \dasanto . Originally fr om Niataeedin musitat an early agé ofOh She wa s
studied music under the guidance from Pt. Keshavrao Rajhans and Pt. Girish Wazalwar in Nagpur. She was in Pt.

www.marathivishwa.org Please send your comments  / feedback to Rajeshree.mv@gmail.com 8 of 29
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Jasraj's Gurukul in India for 3 years. She has a MA in Music and is a Sangeet Visharad. In the US, she received
guidance from Pt. Madhav Bhatki and later from Pandita Tripti Mukherji. Suresh Benegal in his characteristically
unassuming style provided outstanding accompaniment on the Samvaadini. He was initiated to harmonium playing
at the age of 7 by his Uncles, who were accomplished harmonium players and singers. His guidance in Hindustani
Classical music came from his Sister Malathi Benegal Vijapure. Anil Khare accompanied him on Tabla.

Mitch Greenbergd ®ansuri performance started with a Patdeep composition in madhya laya Jhap Taal followed
by a drut teen taal composition. Patdeep is a very uplifting middle of the day Raga. Mitch, originally trained in
western flute, studied bansuri in Allahabad, U.P. under Pt. Bhola Natha Prasanna. His later training came under
vocalists, including Savithri Ramanand, whom he has accompanied for many years in dance ensembles.
He finished with a Dhun in Dadra. He played the Dhun in Raga Pahadi which is very popular Raga in folk songs,
flows easily, and touches the heart. Pr at i k D e vdalightful Babla performance was a treat to the ears. Their
Jugal-Bandi was simply astounding!

When a perf or manc @hisiSsudddaeSaarang hasbdought $he liright sun out in the midst of snowo ,
you know it must be very special. Ma n o j Go vV iraadMoeejPéestamé i n a power ful and
foll owed Abbnyori i2attut wads a perf or mance i n it sEkeseonkahal seas0, He
sunane wala koinathab a composi tion by dbtfying the prireondéhlrsaundAtbenNadalbranrkd, |
and how it envelopes each and every spectrum of this universe. Manoj has primarily trained in Kirana and Gwalior
Gharanas, but to enhance his musical creativity, he tries to assimilate the best from all the other Gharanas as
advised by his Gurus. Manoj was initially trained under Mrs. Vineeta Tembe and later under guidance from Pt.
Prabhakar Karekar and Mr & Mrs. Prem. Manoj achieved 1st rank in Masters in Performing Arts from Bombay
University. He is currently faculty at the Academy of Indian Music (AIM), NJ for Hindustani classical music. Madhu

V o r aaécempaniment on Samvaadini was smooth as silk. His accomplishments in the art of Hindustani Classical
accompaniment stem from years of his own self-teaching. His earliest foundation in music was laid by his father and

elder brother in India. Once again Sai Shyam Mohan provided a scintillating support on Tabla to a great
performance.

Usha Kallianpurkar presented Puria Dhanashree, an evening Raga, in Zhap Taal Madhya Laya Bandish followed

by second Bandish in Teen Taal. She started to learn music at an early age under guidance from Pt. Kamlakar
Bhagwat and Pt. Durgesh Chandavarkar. She further received training under guidance of Mrs. Sudha Divekar and

Pt. FrozDastur. She presently seeks gui dancePafarronk aPto., akllla dah a
daayaliya Zanakar Mori6 t ouc hed t he he aKitana Ghhmmawhebeeemphasi $s oritbe 6 So.or 6
Puria Dhanashree rendition was followed by a Marathi Abhanga i Pt . B h e e ms eTeerth) \Gtthah Ksbesra A
Vitthal .. 0 Ragan Ahir Bhairav. Suresh Benegal and Anil Khare provided excellent support on Samvaadini and

Tabla respectively.

Dr. Mohan Deshpande, a well respected musician and a music teacher to the core, gave a memorable expose™ on
Afhow to experience the classical musico. I n just 45 min
entertaining. He explained that each Raga has a set of distinguishing notes. It has various aspects Thaat, Aaroh,
Avaroha, Waadi, Samwaadi, Alpaswa, Bahuswa, Jaati, and Pakad. A Raga is also associated with the time of the

day Prahar. At the structural nucleus of a composition are soor (notes), Laya (rhythm), shabda (lyrics) and bhav
(mood).

A majority of concert-goers are quite content to be entertained with the design of soor and Laya. A large number of
listeners attending Ragadaari - classical musical programs, thoroughly enjoy the acoustics, aesthetics and beauty of

Raga yet they yearn for a deeper appreciation and understanding of the musicc. Mo hanji 6s present a
Bahar was meant for these music lovers, who want to enhance their understanding and enjoyment of classical
music. It consisted of an entertaining combination of commentary, explanations and singing.

He presented compositions from different genres. Folk oriented dhun pradhan Ragas were demonstrated through
the rendition of Thumri, Gazal, Bhajan and Natya Geet.

www.marathivishwa.org Please send your comments  / feedback to Rajeshree.mv@gmail.com 9 of 29
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He explained Jod Ragas with the demonstration of Raga Sohoni-Bhatiyar, with analysis of its personalities, moods
and design. In order to explain the moods of the Ragas based upon their assigned time of the day and night, a
variety of compositions in Ragas such as Bhairav, Allaihya Bilawal, Shuddh Sarang, Bhim Palas, Kalyan, Darbari
Kanada, Puriya; Marwa, Sohoni, and Bhatiyar were presented. These presentations left the audience with a sense
of deeper appreciation of the classical music.

This powerful depiction was supported by excellent accompaniment by Madhu Vora on Samvaadini and Pratik
Devasthale on Tabla.

Kunal Gunjal's performance on Santoor was of a very high caliber. Kunal GunjaL is a young and promising
santoor artist. He started learning music when he was 9 years old and received initial guidance from his father, Shri.
Ulhas GunjaL and later from renowned santoor player Dr.Dhananjay Daithankar. Kunal is now learning under the
guidance of renowned Santoor player Pt. Shivkumar Sharma. Kunal played Raga Janasammohini. It is a Raga
based on ' Khamaj That '. It is meant for performance during the Sandhi Prakash period (in the evening). He played
Alap, Jod, Jhala and two compositions one was in Rupak Taal and the other was in Teen Taal. It was a breathtaking
performance that completely riveted the audience.

Anil Khare accompanied Kunal on Tabla, and what an outstanding Sangat was that! Their spectacular Jugal-Bandi
was simply amazing. This performance drew a standing ovation from the appreciative audience.

Swagata Chakraborty started with Raga Rageshree 'A Mohammad Shah Ke Darbar' Vilambit Khayal in Ek Taal,
followed it with 'Unha Bina Mohe' in Madhya Laya Teen Taal and capped it with ‘Sudha Na Lini Balama wa' in Drut
Ek Taal. She has learned three Gharana styles, namely, Banaras, Senia, and Vishnupur from her Gurus Pt. Shri
Mohanlal Mishra, Pt. Shri Samaresh Chowdhuri and Sangeetacharya Shri Amiyaranjan Banerjee. She also learnt

Thumri, Kajri, Chaiti, Horif r om Vi dus hi S mt . Pur ni ma Chowdhur yDuff-KEHeoa g a't

'Ranga Darungi ' in Keherawa Taal. Her third performance was Bol Batke Thumri 'Shyam Bina Sajani' in Jhap Taal.
Swagata concluded with a beautiful Bhajan Me r o Man Ram h GopaRKalturi Rapertdydaccompanied
Swagata on Tabla. He started learning Tabla in the year 1978 from Pt. Gurudath Kamath. Madhu Vora provided
excellent support on Samvaadini. This performance drew a standing ovation from the appreciative audience.

Last but not the least, Pt. Madhav Bhatki took the stage and gave another unique performance studded with his
own Bandishes. He focused on Raga Maru Bihag, an early evening Raga in Kalyan Thaat. He explained that it is a
mi xture of Bi hag and Kalyan Ragas Ab Naan LebeMamaiPatiyarlikht bbejid
ONeend Na Aayi AMeMadhaBpi 6 beexpl or at i Maru Bthag cahtinfiefl with mare

a

s h

Bandishes draina Dekho Na ..6 Ankhdya Taras Rahi é 6 . Af ter this MadhadvTjain umr eTsaennc

Di rdi r .Thiawas folbwed by 6 Ab Sakhi Ma i né Ghmsemation in BadmaaHis presentation was
enlightening and at the same time was a delight for the ears.

Hi s ¢ o mpAb Sakhi mainnJacd Kahand i s b a Blarathi soorn ga 6 Bikat Ghdthla Shyaam6 Dadra .
In his presentations, the teacher was apparent. He has been an inspiration and a teacher to many in the tri-state
area. It is amazing that Madhavji can provide Tabla accompaniment to his own vocal performance. Anil Khare
accompanied on Tabla whenever additional support was needed. Kedar Naphade provided wonderful support on
samvaadini. He received preliminary training in Hindustani Classical Music from his grandfather, Shri Dadasaheb
Naphade and from Shri Arvind Gajendragadkar. Later for over 15 years, he has been a leading disciple of Pt.
Tul si das Bor kar . Li stening to Kedar Naphadeds har moni

Soor Bahar program concluded with a sumptuous dinner. The day left everyone longing for the next Soor Bahar.

-Pradeep Dewal
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Yoga and Pranayam schedule :

When: Every Sunday in 2010
Where: Marathi Vishwa Community Center
Time: 9:00 am t0 11:00 am

Free for MV members.
No RSVP needed.

[Program lead : Satish and Snehal Tamhankar

Contact: satishsnehal@yahoo.com
Home:908.789.7036 or cell 908.295.2824
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Human beings among air balloons

iMemy son Vineetodo said the | ady, my acquaintance of j u
Sivaji International airport. She offered the seat next to her when | was looking for one. When | thanked her and
took my seat she stretched herhanda nd greet ed AHI ! I am Jai shree! 0l gat he

along with the group in which | was to travel to Kenya and South Africa. Clad in jeans and T-shirt she could be

anywhere between 45 and 60 years of age. Her fine lined face, grey hair and pensive eyes seemed to speak of a

| ifeds journey beyond her age. | had a queer feeling th
she introduced her son to me.

| turned to greet her son whom | had not yet noticed. Hisgaze was el sewher e. I said OHi
turned towards me and mumb | ed 6hi & unsurely and turn
big man but | could see that he was mentally retarded. My immediate thought was how this lady ventured to travel

that far with such a son who would need her constant care. The tour manager called just then and | could not

converse with her further. | lost sight of her in the aircraft as we were seated farther apart. But all passengers came

to know of her and her son when Vineet because of a bad stomach soiled the toilet and the foul smell drove them

nuts, some of them grumbling .how she could bring a son like that on long travels while | was amazed the way

Jaishree handled it calmly , went to the toilet , wiped and cleaned her son and also the toilet, apologized to the

airhostesses and resumed her travel. | kept worrying how she was going to handle her son during the 17 day trip in

strange countries.

When we reached Nairobi the tour manager informed us that we should assemble in the evening before dinner,
when all of us in the tour group would introduce ourselves . Vineet was absent and Jaishri came with a tired face
and introduced herself . She ignored the sympathetic glances around and spoke a few words in Marathi and then
switched to English in simple stark words , about herself with an expressionless face as if she was narrating
somebody elsebs story.

i I was born in Pune and my mot her t oyoungl®ideiwsh mpdoctat hi . W
husband to live in a foreign country, | was a shy and innocent girl totally unaware of my life ahead. | have been living
in the United States for about thirty years. My husband was a leading doctor there. Vineet our only child is mentally
retarded. He is 37 years old . When my husband detected that early , Vineet was just a few months old and we
were in England. My husband was very particular to bring him up as a normal child and to give him the best
attention that was required, and to make it possible he found that the best place was in Minnesota in the US and so
decided to shift his career to America. He had also prepared me for the life ahead to cope with the situation without
self pity or frustration, and together we took care of Vineet till he was-21, when unfortunately my husband died. |
was then 42, and my relatives in Pune advised me to return to India. | did return but then realized that there was no
school or institution that would give good care to a special person like Vineet. Vineet was all that | had and his
welfare was my priority in life. So | decided to go back to the US and have been living there with my son. My
husband would always say, God has chosen you to take care of Vineet because he knows that you are capable of
giving such love: The school that Vineet goes to is a very good one run by professionals to give special care for
such children. And he is happy there. | was able to take up a job. Of course it was not easy for a young widow to
take care of a mentally retarded son. But God gives us the strength when we need it. | love Vineet and | feel |
cannot exist without him. | take him wherever | go. He enjoys that | am sure. He is very well behaved and has won
the best student awards for that in his school. Whatever happened in the flight was because of some stomach upset
with the food he at.-e the | ast day. He told.- me today f#f -s
son, it is not your fault. I am very proud of hi mo.

It was like she was indirectly apologizing to us but she said it so casually that we were truly moved. All of us
gathered there spontaneously clapped and cheered. She may not have understood that the applause was for her.
The resounding clap conveyed the admiration for the courage with which she spoke with no self-pity. | was deeply
moved. | could not help wondering how difficult it must have been for her to bring him up all by herself in a foreign
country , though she did not make it appear as a big issue. | told her later that | admired her patience and selfless
love. 00, no, it is just natwural for a mother to be so.
But | find that I | ack pati enc erfoundtbehlosing Herecoobwith others. a ke i t
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From then on during the travel it became a habit with me to observe Vineet. He was like a kid running behind his

mother,f ol | owi ng her moves al ways, getti ng twsomewrelavgazing he d
and suddenly will find that he is lagging behind several feet from his mother and at once walk briskly like a pup to

catch up with her. At buffet lunches and dinners, Jaishri would fill his plate and bring them to him describing the

dihes in Marathi and coaxing him to eat. During a trip to the Masai tribal village in Kenya, she made him dance with

the tribal men and made him wear the tribal hat and danced with him holding his hand and asked someone to take

pix in her digital camera. Vineet listened to all her commands and instructions . Sometimes he would be sitting in

the lounge with a sullen face. And sometimes laughing to himself. It would be an uncontrollable laugh with his

shoulders shaking and eyes watering. What is he laughing at, or at whom is he laughing | would wonder. What goes

on in his mind? What does he think of the world around? How much does he register of what he sees? It was a

constant wonder to me. But Jaishree would look on with an expressionless face. Vineet seemed to me a seer. | felt

he may have a sight that the mortal eye did not perceiyv
he may not have any desires of his own that we lesser mortals have. Jayashri was obviously at pains to treat him as

a normal person and also that he should have nothing wanting. She seemed to be spending all her savings to keep

him happy, to the extent of spending hundreds of dollars travelling all over the world with him. She spent thousand

dollars taking him in the hot balloon over the Masai Mara wild reserve. Did he enjoy the ride? | think so , she said.

Later | was ashamed of even entertaining such a doubt . It was his birthright to enjoy in whichever way he could and

to be treated as a normal human being. How can we presume that there is a standard for enjoyment or for any

experience for that matter?

Back home, | am deeply worried about how much our society is concerned about these questions and how much it
works towards making life comfortable to the physically and mentally challenged . How many special schools or
homes are there to take care with love and professionalism? What care do we take while constructing public
buildings that will be friendly to them? Recently a young blind man came to visit me. He lost his eyesight when he
was 16 because of some genetic disorder. He is extraordinarily talented, good at working in the'’computer, good at
writing and editing in English. He who had hoped to do engineering decided to opt for journalism after he lost his
sight and trained himself for it. But he found to his frustration that no Newspaper in Chennai was prepared to take
him in as its staffer. He came to Bangalore and luckily found a paper that was prepared to absorb him.

Ordinary folks, whose limbs and brains function normally have thousand and one worries that consume them totally.
-like our chief minister who recently got annoyed that his name was not mentioned in a book that spoke of cultural
history of the city of Chennai. He went on and on about the negligence and insult that the omission conveyed to him.
He looked like a mere air balloon trying to fly over the Masai Mara jungle.

|l suddenly see Vineet sitting and | aughing:- uncontrol |l ab

-Vaasanth Sundaram
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